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Roniquea Tucker, center left, and Skyy Sheppard, center right, use an Applied Medical training device during the “Engineering 
Girls — It Takes a Village” program in the Biomedical Engineering Lab on Wednesday. 


Camp brings homeless girls to CSULB 


The camp teaches young girls about engineering, prosthetic arms and PVC rockets. 


By JAMES DELAHOUSSAYE 
Radio Producer 


For many elementary and middle- 
school girls, a future career in engi- 
neering is not encouraged and some- 
times not even presented as an option. 

For homeless girls, the likelihood 
of an engineering career is even lower. 

“The odds are just stacked against 
them,” Research Associate for the Of- 
fice of Engineering Educational Re- 
search and Assessment Lily Gossage 
said. “So we decided to create this 
program for them.” 


From Aug. 5 to 11, Cal State Long 
Beach is bringing girls from local 
homeless shelters to campus for the 
camp, “Engineering Girls — It Takes 
a Village.” 

The weeklong camp is filled with 
engineering activities, including one 
in which the girls will build an un- 
derwater remotely operated vehicle 
that picks up rings from the bottom of 
a swimming pool. They’ll also learn 
about prosthetic arms, chemical engi- 
neering and how to build PVC rockets. 
Throughout the camp, the girls will 
stay in the CSULB residence halls. 

Gossage, who also serves as chair 
of the President’s Commission for the 
Status of Women at CSULB, came 
up with the idea for the camp after 


sponsoring a homeless family in De- 
cember, and the numbers of children 
in Long Beach area shelters surprised 
her. 

Currently, there are more than 
220,000 homeless children in Califor- 
nia, according to the National Center 
for Homeless Education. 

Gossage has enlisted the help of 
14 teachers in the Long Beach Uni- 
fied School District along with several 
CSULB professors to help introduce 
the girls to different engineering con- 
cepts. 

Several CSULB student organiza- 
tions, many of which represent minor- 
ity groups underserved in academic 
engineering programs, are also donat- 
ing their time to the event. 


“If you don’t see someone older like 
you doing what you want to do, you 
may not think it’s possible,” CSULB 
professor and volunteer Julie Rivera 
said. “Many of the girls at the camp 
are black, and they’re meeting pro- 
fessionals at the camp that look like 
them.” 

Over the past few months, sev- 
eral sponsors have provided grants 
to fund the program, including Cali- 
fornia Chancellor’s Career Technical 
Education Pathway Initiative and the 
California Space Grant Consortium 
(CSGC). 

Tehseen Lazzouni, assistant direc- 
tor of CSGC, said she was impressed 


See ENGINEERING, Page 3 
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New shuttles 


to roll onto 
campus in 
fall semester 


The zero-emission 
shuttles will run on 
compressed natural 
gas. 


By HANNA SUAREZ 
Contributing Writer 


Cal State Long Beach students 
returning to campus this fall will 
find new environmentally friendly 
shuttles waiting for them, complete 
with greater passenger capacity and 
possibly more routes. 

Professional Parking, a Long 
Beach-based company with almost 
35 years of shuttle experience, will 
provide the new shuttles since the 
contract with CSULB’s previous 
shuttle provider expired. 

Like the contract with the previ- 
ous shuttle provider, Silverado Stag- 
es, Inc., the contract with Profession- 

- al Parking will last for three years 
with two possible one-year exten- 
sions. The company’s service will be 
available to students on Aug. 24, the 
Move-In Day for the residence halls. 

To decide upon a new shuttle pro- 
vider, a team composed of members 
from Housing and Residential Life, 
Parking and Transportation Services 
(PTS), Procurement and Financial 
Management and a student represen- 
tative, Associated Students Inc. Vice 
President Jonathon Bolin, reviewed 
proposals from several providers, 
according to PTS Manager Carolyn 
Weidell. 

Some factors for choosing a new 
provider included commitment of 
resources, management experience, 
customer service, training and safety 
records, Weidell said via email. 

All shuttles will run on com- 
pressed natural gas and release zero 
emissions into the environment, 


See SHUTTLES, Page 2 


New plan for federal student loan interest rates heads to Obama 


The bill would lower 
rates for millions of 
borrowers this year. 


By KrisTINE McGowan 
Editor in Chief 


A new plan to lower interest rates on 
federal student loans has made its way 
to the president’s desk — but some 
wish it hadn’t gotten that far. 

Congress drafted and passed the 
bipartisan plan on July 31, and to go 
into effect, it waits only for President 
Barack Obama’s signature. 

If signed by Obama, the retroactive 
plan will set interest rates at 3.9 per- 
cent for undergraduate federal loans 
— subsidized and unsubsidized — 
taken out on or after July 1 of this year. 


It will also set interest rates at 5.4 per- 
cent for graduate loans and 6.4 percent 
for PLUS loans. 

The market-based plan ties inter- 
est rates to the 10-year Treasury note, 
meaning rates would fluctuate each 
year with the economy and reset every 
June 1 for the following year, accord- 
ing to the bill’s text. The interest rate 
would lock in for the lifetime of the 
loan. 

As the plan awaited a vote in the 
Senate, the Administration urged 


legislators to pass the bill, saying in 
a statement “it would reduce interest 
rates for nearly 11 million borrowers 
taking out new loans this school year.” 

However, while the plan restores 
lower rates for the coming year, inter- 
est rates could still rise in later years, 
as the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) predicts that rates will increase 
as the economy improves. 

The plan sets caps, though, for in- 
terest rates on each type of loan: 8.25 
percent for undergraduate loans, 9.5 


percent for graduate loans and 10.5 
percent for PLUS loans. 

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), 
one of 18 senators who voted against 
the plan, said in a speech the day of the 
Senate’s vote that she refused to sup- 
port a plan asking future students to 
pay much more in order to maintain 
today’s lower rates. 

“My colleagues who support this 
proposal say that it will lower interest 
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Concerts in the Grove returns to CSULB 


The third concert in the series saw more than 300 guests Saturday. 


By KATHLEEN SANDOVAL 
Contributing Writer 


Throughout this summer, the Sorop- 
timist House is filling with the smell of 
picnic dinners and the sounds of laugh- 
ter and oldies cover songs. 

More than 300 guests at the Soropti- 
mist House reconnected with old friends 
on Saturday as they jammed out to fa- 
miliar hit songs from the 1950s, 60s and 
70s as performed by The Emperors. 

The Emperors, who have performed 
alongside acts like The Rolling Stones 
and The Righteous Brothers, played at 
the third event of a four-concert series 
called “Concerts in the Grove,” hosted 


by the Cal State Long Beach Alumni 
Association. 

Guests started filing in at 6 p.m. with 
picnic baskets in hand as they were 
ushered to their seats by volunteers. At- 
tendees paid $30 for reserved seating 
and had the option of bringing in their 
own picnic dinner or preordering one 
for $15. 

Among the attendees were Mike and 
Arline Walter, whom the Walter Pyra- 
mid is named after. Alumni Programs 
Coordinator Janet Gonzales said the 
couple has been known to come out for 
every concert. 

Emcee Ken Miller and volunteers 
encouraged the concert attendees to 
purchase raffle tickets for a chance to 
win one of 20 prizes donated by local 
establishments, such as the Aquarium 
of the Pacific, Medieval Times and the 


Anaheim Marriott. 

Raffle ticket sales were estimated at 
$2,300, according to Gonzalez. 

“{All] ticket proceeds go back to the 
university, especially to alumni programs 
such as the Alumni Grants [Program] 
which offers campus grants and supports 
student excellence,” Gonzales said. 

By 7:30 p.m., The Emperors began to 
play an array of classic songs that were 
a hit with the crowd. The band has been 
performing at “Concerts in the Grove” 
events for four consecutive years, ac- 
cording to Gonzalez. 

Senior communication studies ma- 
jor Christopher Gutierrez attended the 
event and said he likes The Emperors. 

“[The Emperors] maintain that clas- 
sic rock feel,” Gutierrez said. “I think it 
was a nice caveat for the evening that 
some band members are [alumni].” 
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The Emperors rock out at Concerts in the Grove on Saturday. 


Gutierrez said he thinks the Sorop- 
timist House is a great setting for con- 
certs and is “a hidden gem” on campus. 

“Concerts in the Grove” celebrates 
its 37th year of entertainment and con- 
necting people to CSULB. 


“Concerts [in the Grove] strive to keep 
everything alumni or Long Beach local,” 
Gonzales said. “Every year there’s a con- 
cert, there’s always a great turnout.” 

The last concert of the season on 
Aug. 17 is sold out. 


LOAN RATES 
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rates for students this year, and that’s 
all that matters,” Warren said. “Now 
that’s the same thing the credit card 
companies said when they sold zero- 
interest credit cards and the same thing 
subprime mortgage lenders said when 
they sold teaser rate mortgages.” 
Warren also said the plan allows the 
government to “make a profit” off of 
students. Under the new plan, the fed- 


eral government would save $715 mil- 
lion over the next 10 years, as estimated 
by the CBO. 

The bipartisan plan comes after 
Congress missed the July | deadline 
to prevent interest rates on subsidized 
Stafford loans from leaping to 6.8 per- 
cent from 3.4 percent. With the 6.8 per- 
cent interest rate, millions of college 
students face an additional $2,600 in 
college loan debt, according to the Con- 
gressional Joint Economic Committee. 

Even with the lower rates promised 
for this year, many Cal State Long 


Beach students said they thought the 
plan was unstable. 

“T don’t like how they can increase 
[the rates] without me knowing,” fresh- 
man computer science major Jesse Le- 
tourneau said. “I’m taking out loans, so 
I depend on them. I don’t like how they 
can change year to year.” 

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne 
Duncan applauded the bipartisan 
agreement, saying it offered relief to 
millions of students and families across 
the country. 

“The law will cut rates on nearly all 


new federal student loans and save un- 
dergraduates an average of more than 
$1,500 on loans taken out this year,” 
Duncan said in a statement. “It is an en- 
couraging step forward in our effort to 
keep college affordable.” 

CSULB Interim President Donald 
Para said the plan carries good and bad 
news. 

“The good news is that currently, 
the rates are not going to be as high. 
There’s going to be stability,’ Para 
said. “But the rates are tied to the Trea- 
sury notes, [so] they can fluctuate over 


time. Those rates could go up signifi- 
cantly.” 

A statement from the White House 
called for more action to “ensure that 
college tuition and student loans are af- 
fordable for the middle class and those 
striving to join it.” 

“The Administration looks forward 
to working with the Congress over 
the upcoming year to make additional 
progress on these challenges,” the state- 
ment said. 

Assistant City Editor Andrew Spencer 
contributed to this report. 
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according to Weidell. 

She also said the shuttle service will 
see schedule changes and may include 
new east to west shuttle routes. Due to 
pending schedules and possible chang- 
es, however, more information on the 


shuttle routes won’t be available until 
Aug. 24. 

Priority seating on the shuttles will 
still be available for Beachside College 
residents, as in previous years, accord- 
ing to the shuttle’s website. 

The shuttles will also include bike 
racks to “encourage and support sus- 
tainable commutes by bicycle,” Weidell 
said. 


Bolin said students were frustrated 
with the old shuttle system. Aspects 
like unsynchronized and inconsistent 
schedules, combined with crowded 
buses, created an inconvenience for 
shuttle-riders, forcing them to wait 
twice as long for a ride. 

“The [new] service will definitely 
improve the system,” Bolin said. “I got 
to ride one of the new shuttles, and they 


are awesome.” 

Weidell said the previous shuttles’ 
front-to-back seating structure was 
also inconvenient for standing passen- 
gers because they were forced to step 
off the vehicle at every stop to let other 
passengers out. 

The new shuttles, however, will have 
perimeter seating, allowing passengers 
to remain on board until they reach their 


destination, according to Weidell. The 
shuttles will accommodate 32 passen- 
gers, and the service will now include 
four daytime shuttles, one more than 
the shuttle system previously provided. 

For more information on the shuttle 
system, including maps, arrival times 
and announcements, visit csulbshuttle. 
com. Students may also call the Profes- 
sional Parking hotline at 562-888-2497. 
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McDonald’s 
to transport 
students to 


CSU fair 


The fast food chain 
will also provide free 
breakfast. 


By ANDREW SPENCER 
Assistant City Editor 


McDonald’s is driving students to 
college. 

McDonald’s Corp. will provide free 
breakfast and transportation to those 
who register for the seventh annual 
Super Saturday College Fair, where at- 
tendees can learn about all 23 Cal State 
University campuses. The event will 
take place from 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Aug. 17 at Cal State Dominguez Hills. 

“It’s our opportunity to share with 
students the features of all CSU cam- 
puses,” CSU Spokesman Erik Fallis 
said. “They will get to speak with ad- 
visers who stretch the entire state.” 

McDonald’s will provide four buses 
to several Southern California cities for 
middle and high school students and 
their families to attend the college fair, 
according to CaCera Richmond, assis- 
tant account executive from Porter No- 
velli on behalf of Southern California 
McDonald’s. 

The buses will pick up attendees at 
McDonald’s locations in Moreno Val- 
ley, Rancho Cucamonga, Oxnard and 
Lancaster, with each bus seating 55 
people, according to Richmond. 

“McDonald’s sponsors the college 
fair to show our continuing commit- 
ment to education,” Richmond said. 
“It’s an opportunity for students to 
learn about attending college and to 
learn about college life.” 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
of Southern California will be at the 
fair, which will also be sponsored by 
the CSU Hospitality Management Ed- 
ucation Initiative. The charity booth 
will have information on scholarship 
and part-time employment opportuni- 
ties, according to Richmond. 

Richmond said if registration for the 
buses fills up, students could still attend 
the event for free. 

To register, contact Richmond at 
(323) 762-2407 by Tuesday. 
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CSULB lecturer 
honored at the 
White House 


Gerrie Schipske was awarded for her work 
on improving transparency in the City of 


Long Beach. 


By CrysTAL NIEBLA 
Contributing Writer 


Long Beach City Councilwoman 
and mayoral candidate Gerrie Schip- 
ske has been honored by the White 
House for her initiatives to open up 
the city. 

Schipske, a part-time lecturer at 
Cal State Long Beach in the health 
care and administration department, 
was honored alongside 14 others at 
the White House on July 23 for her 
work on improving transparency in 
city government. 

Known for her “Open Up Long 
Beach” initiative and blog of the 
same name, Schipske was honored 
as a Champion of Change for be- 
ing the first elected official in the 
city to disclose her calendar, com- 
municate daily through e-mail and 
social media and keep a blog about 
updates, city documents and re- 
cords. 

“TThis] was not only an honor for 
me, it was an honor for Long Beach, 
and I’m really proud this happened,” 
Schipske said. 

The Champions of Change pro- 
gram is a weekly event created by 
President Barack Obama under his 
“Winning the Future” initiative, ac- 
cording to the White House website. 
The initiative recognizes dedicated 
individuals, businesses and organiza- 
tions that are making a positive im- 
pact in their communities, according 
to the website. 

For the program, the White 
House conducts a two-hour web- 
cast featuring a panel and audience 
and streams the webcasts live each 
week. 

At the White House, Schipske 
and the 14 other Champions spoke 
about what they have done in their 
communities through “open gov- 
ernment.” 


During the panel, Schipske said 
she began addressing the lack of 
transparency in government due to 
the shortage of print media and that 
she found locals were “hungry for 
information” about city government. 

Janice Frates, a professor in the 
health care and administration de- 
partment, said Schipske’s push for 
more openness and accountability 
might have made some council mem- 
bers uncomfortable. 

“T don’t think that they necessarily 
work as hard or believe in as much 
open government as Gerrie [Schip- 
ske] does,” she said. 

Schipske also used three words at 
the panel to give advice to someone 
who wants to work on civic engage- 
ment: open, transparency, and ac- 
countability. 

“T think [government transpar- 
ency] has a big impact on people be- 
cause it gives voters [and the] people 
who run the city the information they 
need to be able to participate,” Schip- 
ske said. 

Schipske is one of nine Long 
Beach City Council members, in 
addition to Mayor Bob Foster. She 
was elected to the Long Beach City 
College Board of Trustees in 1992 
and has been a councilmember for 
the fifth district in Long Beach since 
2006. She is serving her second 
term. 

In the race for Long Beach may- 
or, Schipske is competing with six 
other candidates, including former 
NFL player Damon Dunn, Council- 
woman Suja Lowenthal, Long Beach 
City College Trustee Doug Otto and 
current Vice Mayor Robert Garcia, 
according to public records. The 
mayoral election will take place on 
April 8. 

Schipske said her White House 
honor will not necessarily aid her run 
for mayor; instead, it’s more of “the 
icing on the cake.” 

“The cake is what I’ve been doing 
for a long time,” she said. 
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Mireya Valenzuela, left, tests the girls’ oxygen saturation and 


heart rate with a bedside monitor during the engineering 
camp in the Biomedical Engineering Lab. 
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CSU audit reflects poorly on the cash-strapped system 


It’s not too common for a Cal 
State University employee to spend 
nearly $159,000 over the span of 
two years on travel expenses. 

A recent CSU audit revealed 
that $158,994 was spent in travel 
costs by a CSU Systemwide Risk 
Management employee from July 
2010 to September 2012. 

Ac- 
cording 
OUR VIEW tothe 
audit, 
the CSU 
employee filed 146 travel expense 
claims for trips to San Francisco, 
London, Kenya, Ghana and more. 

The same week the audit’s find- 
ings were revealed, CSU Executive 
Vice Chancellor and Chief Finan- 
cial Officer Benjamin Quillian said 
he plans to retire by the end of the 
year. 

Some, like President of the 
Statewide Union Police Association 
Jeff Solomon, have called Quil- 
lian’s retirement and its timing 
“suspicious,” because Quillian’s 
department supervises SRM. 

According to CSU Spokesman 
Mike Uhlenkamp, however, the 
timing of Quillian’s retirement and 
the release of the audit report are 
not linked. 

Based on the extent of the em- 
ployee’s overspending and lack of 
upper-management oversight, we 
at the Daily 49er believe the CSU 


should be hold its employees more responsible for the audit’s findings. 
In a time when state funding for the CSU is low, it is abomi- 
nable to learn that an employee could spend so much money so 


freely. 


The CSU should be a transparent system focused on develop- 
ing student success and ensuring that every taxpayer’s dollar is 


well spent. 


Instead, the audit’s findings have revealed a flawed system. 
Although the employee’s lucrative spending is deplorable, the 


lack of oversight is even worse. 


eee 


How did one employee spending nearly $159,000 in two years 
not raise any eyebrows within the CSU? 

Whether Quillian’s retirement is ill-timed is not the main issue. 
The main issue is that nobody bothered to stop this employee 


from spending so much. 


examined. 


A failure to do so would further tarnish the CSU’s reputation. 


OpedD49er@gmail.com 


oe 
wenn 
<a ere a 


We acknowledge that a public employee spending large 
amounts of money is not new. Many other public agencies also 
suffer from lack of oversight and extravagant spending. 

But when the money spent comes from state funding and stu- 


dents fees, the CSU should keep a closer eye on where its money 


The recent CSU audit should spark change within the system is going. 
and ensure that an act of such nature does not happen again. 

Moving forward, the CSU should put in place a more trans- 
parent system in which all employee travel expenses are closely 


And in order to not let these findings further damage the 
CSU’s reputation, officials should be held accountable. 
Instead of dodging the issue, CSU officials should apologize 


for the employee’s actions and reassure the public that this kind 


of free spending will not be seen again. 


Decision to cast Peter Capaldi in ‘Doctor Who’ is well-intentioned 


The world’s longest running sci-fi television 
program, “Doctor Who,” is facing a great deal 
of criticism after its decision to cast 55-year-old 
Scottish actor Peter Capaldi as the 12th incarna- 
tion of the Doctor. 

Critics from Rolling Stone and The Atlantic 
magazines have expressed disagreement with 
executive producer Steven Moffat’s decision 
to cast Capaldi. 

Calls to cast a female doctor or one of minority 
descent have dominated Internet headlines since 
Saturday’s big announcement. 

Despite what many critics have said, Moffat’s 
decision to cast a white Scottish male, Capaldi, is 
by no means a sexist or racist act. 

Instead of marginalizing women or minorities, 
Moffat has done the exact opposite in his tenure 
at the BBC. 

Since he became executive producer of 
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“Doctor Who” in 2010, Moffat has successfully 
elevated the roles of female actresses like Karen 
Gillan and Alex Kingston. 

When he took over in 2010, Moffatt oversaw 
the 11th incarnation of the Doctor, Matt Smith. In 
accordance with the show’s tradition, Smith was 
given a companion in Gillan. 

As Amy Pond, Gillan por- 
trayed an intelligent, strong- 
willed and self-confident 
companion who was never 
held back by her gender. 

Under Moffat’s tenure, episodes like 
“Amy’s Choice” and “Vincent And The Doc- 
tor” have highlighted Pond’s strength as a 
character and role model for girls and young 
women around the world. 

Thankfully, Moffat oversaw Pond’s growth 
and development and ensured that her charac- 
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ter would not be the stereotypical weak-willed, 
lackadaisical sidekick. 

In addition, Moffat created two strong, well- 
developed lesbian characters in “The Hungry 
Earth” and “Cold Blood.” 

Appointing a minority or female doctor — or 
perhaps a minority female — would strengthen 

the show’s diversity. 
Since Peter Capaldi will be 


SHANE NEWELL the 12th white English male to 


portray the Doctor, it is clear 
that a change would broaden 
the show’s reach and popularity. 
To argue that it is absolutely essential to pick a 
non-white actor, however, is missing the point. 
For years, “Doctor Who” has ardently sup- 
ported females, minorities and members of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender commu- 
nity. 
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By not picking a minority or female, Moffat in 
no way reduced the roles of women or minorities 
in “Doctor Who.” 

Many who criticize Moffat’s decision have 
failed to see the error in their assumptions. 

In the almost 800 episodes of “Doctor Who,” 
the central messages of the show have always 
revolved around the character’s actions and 
thoughts. 

“Doctor Who” is a show that explores the 
human condition and examines the problems we 
face on a day-to-day basis. 

Sex and race aren’t issues or hindrances in the 
“Doctor Who” universe. 

A show like “Doctor Who” should be criticized 
for its characters and actions, not for the gender 
and race of its protagonist. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor of the Daily 49er. 
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Sexting scandals should end Anthony Weiner’s political career 


In light of the new Anthony Weiner scandal, 
the New York City mayoral candidate continues 
to press his campaign forward. 

In spite of multiple incidents in which Weiner 
was caught red-handed sexting to other women, 
Weiner admitted that more sexting acts could be 
made public in the near future. 

Given his propensity for scandals, it is very 
unlikely that Weiner will be winning any election. 

Why does Weiner continue to press on? 

While there could be many plausible explana- 
tions, it is clear that Weiner feels that the scandals 
themselves will better serve the ends he would like 
to see in becoming Mayor, rather than seeing the 
lack of fidelity to his wife as a hindrance to the job. 

The scandal began when Anthony Weiner was 
still a U.S. representative serving New York’s 
ninth congressional district, a position he held 
from 1999 to 2011. 


When news of sexting allegations first came 
out, Weiner vehemently denied them. He even 
went so far as to hiring a personal investigator 
to find out who had been responsible for framing 
him and posting inappropriate images related to 
the sexting on his Twitter account. 

After publicly an- 
nouncing that he was re- 
sponsible for the sexting 
scandal, Weiner resigned 
from his position as a congressional representa- 
tive. Under normal circumstances, the drama and 
scandals would have ended there. Unfortunately, 
this would not be the case for Mr. Carlos Danger. 

Carlos Danger was the pseudonym that An- 
thony Weiner gave himself as he resumed sexting 
while married to his wife Huma Abedin’s, whom 
he married in 2009. 

It was not until Weiner publicly announced his 
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intentions to run for New York City mayor that 
the second round of allegations came out against 
the mayoral hopeful. 

One can’t help but take note of such blatant 
debauchery in the same way that one cannot turn 
away from a train wreck, but what is most amaz- 
ing of all is Weiner’s tough 
insistence to run for office 
again despite the numerous 
scandals. 

What would typically be a fatal attack to 
someone’s integrity has only further invigorated 
Weiner in press conferences since the scandal 
came to light. 

“T knew that revelations about my past private 
life might come back to embarrass me,” Weiner 
said in an e-mail to his supporters. “I waged 
this campaign on a bet that the citizens of my 
city would be more interested in a vision for 


improving their lives rather than in old stories 
about mine.” 

Unfortunately for “Carlos Danger,” since the 
scandal broke out his woes have only continued 
to mount. 

Polls since the scandal indicate that Weiner’s 
lead has dropped considerably, now placing him 
fourth in the polls leading up to the New York 
City mayoral elections this November. 

Weiner has also lost Danny Kedem, his cam- 
paign manager. 

While some members of his staff are still on 
board, one can’t help but wonder if Weiner is sim- 
ply riding out the train wreck as long as he can, or 
if he genuinely believes in making a difference in 
New York City. 

Nicolas Rodriguez is a senior political science 
major and an assistant opinions editor at the 
Daily 49er. 


Alex Rodriguez’s challenge against MLB is good for baseball 


Aug. 5, 2013, will go down as one the most 
important days in Major League Baseball history. 

On Monday, New York Yankees third baseman 
Alex Rodriguez was suspended by MLB officials 
for 211 games on the basis of his role and involve- 
ment in the Biogenesis steroids scandal. 

In addition to Rodriguez, 12 other baseball 
players were suspended for 50 games each for 
their roles in alleged steroid use. 

Some of these names include Texas Rangers 
outfielder Nelson Cruz and Detroit Tigers short- 
stop Jhonny Peralta, according to ESPN. 

Understandably, Monday’s suspensions have 
angered many baseball fans. 


Follow @49erSports 


Rodriguez’s unpopular decision to appeal his 
211-game suspension has equally angered some who 


believe he should accept his suspension and move on. 


Although Rodriguez’s actions have disgraced 
the game of baseball, he should be entitled to 
appeal his suspension and be 
presented with the evidence the 
league has against him. 

According to USA Today, 
Rodriguez will be allowed to view and challenge 


the evidence against him under the MLB’s collec- 


tive bargaining and joint drug agreements. 
Despite what some may think, Rodriguez 
should be allowed to postpone or even eliminate 


on Twitter 


or all things LBSU 


www.daily49er.com/sports 


his suspension. 
Although he admitted to steroid use in 2009, Ro- 
driguez should see the evidence used against him. 
Under the MLB’s newest drug policy, a 


player who tests positive for banned substances 


is suspended for 50 games. 


The MLB needs to prove to 
SHANE NEWELL Rodriguez that his first sus- 


pension under its drug policy 
is worthy of 211 missed games instead of 50. 
Before the MLB announced Rodriguez’s sus- 
pension, there were rumors that MLB Commis- 
sioner Bud Selig wanted to suspend Rodriguez 
for life. 


A life-suspension, as many fans had hoped for, 
would have been unjust and unprecedented. 

It is clear that the MLB has improved baseball 
by more strictly enforcing the use of steroids and 
banned substance. 

To use Rodriguez as a scapegoat, however, is 
cowardly. 

The MLB should allow Rodriguez due 
process in his appeal and prove its case with the 
utmost precision and accuracy. 

Failure to do so could tarnish the league’s 
already damaged reputation. 

Shane Newell is a junior journalism major and 
the opinions editor of the Daily 49er. 
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Filmmaker debuts Wilmore 9 film festival 


The event includes 
live music, art and 
food trucks. 


By PRISCELLA VEGA 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


With more than 50 film festivals 
held throughout California, Downtown 
Long Beach played host to its first an- 
nual film festival this past weekend, 
showcasing a myriad of films. 

After four months of prepping for 
the event, Long Beach resident John 
Case pulled off the Wilmore 9 film 
festival with the help of his friends in 
hopes of creating something akin to 
South By Southwest. 

“Case was actually trying to sub- 
mit his film into other festivals like 
Newport Beach, but he didn’t like 
how other ones were handling sub- 
missions like never calling back,” the 
event’s Film Coordinator Danielle 
Viale said. “[Case] decided to create 
his own festival where the films are 
loved and appreciated and shown in 
creative ways.” 

While conventional venues like the 
Found Theatre and the Garage Theatre 
were used to screen films, the “Wilm- 
ore 9 team” also managed to create 
unique makeshift venues in an aban- 
doned building and another that looks 
like an asylum. 

According to Viale, the Lafayette 
building caused difficulties because the 
city didn’t approve the group’s permit 
to use the building. Despite lacking a 
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proper permit, though, the “Wilmore 9 
team” still used the building to screen 
short films. 

“We got the permit, but it wasn’t up 
to fire code this year because it’s in an 
abandoned ballroom and kitchen space, 
so people aren’t really supposed to oc- 
cupy here,” Viale said. “We kind of 
made it underground at this point.” 

At first, the building gave off an ee- 
rie atmosphere, especially with random 
paintings displayed in a dark hallway, 
but inside the ballroom, the event really 
came to life. 

Films were projected on two walls 
of the empty ballroom with tables set 
up in scattered areas and a conces- 
sion stand at the back. Attached to the 
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ballroom was a small corridor adorned 
with neon blue and green lights that 
led into the kitchen space. This room 
had couches and loveseats and held the 
most occupants, probably due to the 
multiple short films shown instead of 
hour-long screenings. 

The genre varied with each short 
film shown in the underground ball- 
room, and some focused more on the 
art of stop motion than actual storytell- 
ing. 

Various local artists also performed 
at the Mad Haus, a warehouse venue lo- 
cated off of Sixth Street and Pacific Av- 
enue. The empty parking lot adjacent 
to the venue played host to an outdoor 
art gallery complete with tasty meals 


DiversionD49er@gmail.com 


mpus 
(Girlendar 


Courtesy oF Dan Mckim 
Attendees watch “Rubber Duckie” in the makeshift theater located at the “underground” Lafayette building. 


provided by food trucks like “Meat 
the Greek” and “India Jones” available 
nearby. 

Although most volunteers seemed 
enthusiastic about the Wilmore 9, there 
wasn’t a large outcome of attendees. 
The event didn’t give off a festival-like 
atmosphere, and attendees needed to 
know of the underground locations. 
Otherwise, they wouldn’t have known 
a festival was taking place. 

Despite the lack of attendance, the 
group hopes the event will continue to 
improve and become a festival as big 
as Sundance or South by Southwest. 
Viale said that Case also plans to in- 
corporate music and artwork with the 
films. 


Week of Aug 8 


Long Beach Boulevard 


Block Party 

Thursday 

6-9p.m. 

4100 Long Beach Blvd. 

The Block of Long Beach 
Boulevard is throwing a par- 
ty with food and shop items 
provided by local eateries 
and boutiques. Live music 
will be played by That Cover 
Band. Admission is free. 


Bicycle Drive-in 
Saturday 

6-10 p.m. 

Intersection of Fourth and 
Elm Streets 

The Summer and Music 
festival in Downtown Long 
Beach is hosting its bicycle 
drive-in with a screening of 
“The Triplets of Belleville.” 
There will be performances 
by Hedgehog Swing, The 
Dovelles and Matteran 
Ghost. The free event en- 
courages attendees to bring 
a blanket and picnic. 


Great Sand Sculpture 


Contest 

Saturday - Sunday 

9a.m.-4 p.m. 

1 Granada Ave. 

The 80th Annual Great Sand 
Sculpture Contest will take 
place this weekend along 
with prizes, live music, food, 
crafts and vendors. The 
event is free. 
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Schedule 


Date Opponent Time 
8/16 _vs.FloridaInternational 7 p.m. 
(exhibition) 
8/23. vs.NorthernArizona_ 7 p.m. 
8/29  atSanta Clara 7 p.m. 
9/1 at Texas Tech 5a.m. 
9/6 vs. Cincinnati 7 p.m. 
9/8 vs. LoyolaMarymount 6 p.m. 
9/13 atGeorgia 6 p.m. 
9/15 at Auburn Noon 
9/21 vs. Brigham Young 7 p.m. 
9/26 vs. San Francisco 6 p.m. 
9/30 atSan Diego 7 p.m. 
10/4 = at Cal Poly 5 p.m. 
10/6 atUC Santa Barbara 1p.m. 
10/10 vs. UC Davis 7 p.m. 
10/17 at UC Irvine 7 p.m. 
10/20 vs. Hawaii 6 p.m. 
10/25 atCal State Northridge 7 p.m. 
10/31 vs. Cal State Fullerton 6 p.m. 
11/3 _vs. UC Riverside 2 p.m. 


Key Games 


Aug. 29 at Santa Clara 
The 49ers’ first road game will 

: take them back to the site of last 
year’s first-round NCAA tournament loss: 
Buck Shaw Stadium in Santa Clara. 


Sept. 21 vs. Brigham Young 

Last year, LBSU lost 1-0 on the 

road to a BYU team that would 
finish ranked fifth in the nation. This 
year’s rematch at The Beach is certainly 


a game to watch. 
© The annual rivalry game with 
the Toreros always provides the 
best atmosphere and most excitement of 
any nonconference game on the schedule. 


Sept. 30 at San Diego 


CSUF returns more key players 

than any school in the Big West. 
This match could be essential to deciding 
the regular-season conference title. 


i Oct. 31 vs. Cal State Fullerton 


‘Past Results 


2012 


LBSU started off hot, moving up to 11th in 
the national rankings after three games. 
However, injuries struck and the 49ers lost 
four games in double overtime to finish fifth 
in the Big West. They were still granted 
a spot in the NCAA tournament, though, 
where they lost 2-1 to Santa Clara. 


2011 


Nadia Link’s breakout season led LBSU to 
its most successful year in school history. 
The 49ers won the Big West and reached 
the Elite Eight of the NCAA tournament, 
and Link was named an All-American. 


2010 


The ‘Niners started a streak of three 
straight NCAA tournament appearances 
by winning the Big West tournament. 
They ultimately fell to Santa Clara 1-0 in 
the first round. 
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Eileen Maes (10) battles for the ball in a game against Texas Tech last year. Maes is expected to be an offensive leader this year. 


Women’s soccer closing in on season opener 


The 49ers return 
five starters for the 
2013 season. 


By DanieL ASTLE 
Assistant Sports Editor 


When the Long Beach State wom- 
en’s soccer team returns to George 
Allen Field on Aug. 23 for its season 
opener, the majority of its players 
could be playing on the 49ers’ home 
field for the first time. 

With several walk-on players, 
12 freshmen and a trio of transfers 
participating in practice this week, 
head coach Mauricio Ingrassia said 
he will have to make cuts before he 
finalizes the official roster on Fri- 
day. The 49ers will have their roster 
ready in time for an exhibition home 
game against Florida International 
on Aug. 16. 

After losing seven seniors last 
season to graduation, the 49ers are 
forced to move on this year without 
two standout players, forward Nadia 


Link and defender Alex Balcer. Link 
was the Big West Offensive Player of 
the Year and an All-American each 
of the last two seasons, and she and 
Balcer were both named to the NCAA 
All-West Region team last year. 

“Whenever you lose people like 
that, they’re not replaceable,” Ingras- 
sia said. “But 
you hope the 
team rebuilds it- 
self... in sucha 
way that you’re 
solid.” 

With a ros- 
ter composed 


‘Upcoming games 


Aug. 16 vs. Florida Int. 
(exhibition), 
7 p.m, at George Allen Field _ 


last year, Maes will likely assume 
the offensive leader role that Link left 
behind. Maes’ nine goals last season 
ranked second in the Big West, while 
her 21 points ranked third. 

With sophomore Kaci McCain 
as the only returning goalkeeper, 
Ingrassia said that the team has 
brought in four 
new goalkeep- 
ers during pre- 
season practices 
to add healthy 
competition for 
the three final 
keeper spots. 


of many new, oo. ; oo The 49ers 
young _ faces, Aug. 23 a N. Arizona failed to reach 
the ‘Niners 7 pu at George Allen Field the Big West 


will likely cen- 
ter their team 
around five returning starters, in- 
cluding senior midfielder Eileen 
Maes, junior midfielder Taylor Nel- 
son, sophomore forward Elizabeth 
Lyons and sophomore midfielder 
Hannah Sanders. 

“We definitely have the roster, that 
if all things kind of fit in, in time, I 
think we could do a lot of great 
things,” Ingrassia said. 

Because of her scoring successes 
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tournament last 
season, keeping 
them from winning a third straight 
conference title. They reached the 
NCAA tournament for the third con- 
secutive year but fell to Santa Clara 
in the opening round. 

The ‘Niners will face five of last 
year’s NCAA tournament participants 
in the regular season, including a re- 
match with Santa Clara on Aug. 29. 

The schedule will include two ad- 
ditional marquee rematches, as the 


‘Niners visit Texas Tech on Sept. 1 
before hosting Elite Eight contender 
Brigham Young on Sept. 21. LBSU 
lost to both teams last year, with its 
loss to Texas Tech coming in double 
overtime. 

“It’s going to test us early,” In- 
grassia said. “And that’s what I want. 
I want to test our young team early. 
The more environments we can be 
in, the more they’re going to learn 
and we can push forward.” 

The team has now graduated its 
entire backline that helped the ‘Nin- 
ers reach the Elite Eight in 2011. But 
Ingrassia, entering his 10th year as 
LBSU’s head coach, said his expec- 
tations to get that far again remain 
high due to an existing tradition 
implemented by his eight-year-long 
coaching staff. 

“We've built some tradition, and 
tradition is the best motivator, so 
people know what’s expected here,” 
Ingrassia said. “It’s a good place to 
be for us, to try to live up to the re- 
cent history of our program.” 

LBSU will play its exhibition 
game against Florida International at 
6 p.m. on Aug. 16. It will then open 
its season at 7 p.m. on Aug. 23 with 
a match against Northern Arizona. 


Despite losses, LBSU will still compete for a Big West title 


sex, JASON CLARK 
ee Sports Editor 


ak 


In most cases, when a mid- 
major team loses an All-American 
forward and an NCAA All-West 
region defender in the same year, 
it earns them a one-way ticket to 
irrelevance. 

This is not most cases. 

The 49ers may have lost Nadia 
Link, Alex Balcer and five other 
seniors, but an incredible amount of 
depth may keep head coach Mauri- 
cio Ingrassia’s team near the top of 
the Big West Conference. 


Last year’s squad returns a core 
of five starters, including All-Big 
West second team midfielder/for- 
ward Eileen Maes. But what will 
really help LBSU stay competitive 
this year is the depth it displayed 
toward the end of the 2012 season. 

As the injuries piled up last year, 
more and more freshmen got to see 
the field. Then-senior Kelsey Wilson 
sat out a bit with a concussion, as 
did freshman Renee Mendiola. 
Sophomore midfielder Marie MacK- 
enzie sustained a season-ending 
knee injury midway through, and 
senior Jordan Nelson did the same a 
couple weeks later. 

All of the injuries forced constant 
changes in the starting lineup 


and also opened up opportunities 
for bench players. The team still 
played well for the most part, but 
the season derailed because of three 
double-overtime losses in the final 
six regular-season games. 

When the team moved on to the 
NCAA tournament, it competed for 
two halves but had a very hard time 
getting past a difficult Santa Clara 
defense en route to a 2-1 loss. 

Many of the role players on last 
year’s team will be stepping into 
more important spots this year. 
Forward Elizabeth Lyons and 
midfielder Hannah Sanders have a 
year of experience and improvement 
behind them and will be expected 
to contribute early. Mendiola and 


MacKenzie will look to pick up 
where they left off last year. 

The ‘Niners may struggle at the be- 
ginning of the year as they find their 
identity and cope with the inexperi- 
ence of 12 freshmen. But when Big 
West play rolls around, they will be in 
a position to compete. 

Other Big West schools have 
been depleted by graduation as well. 
Of last year’s 13 All-Big West first 
team members, 11 were seniors. 
Reigning champion Cal State 
Northridge had six All-Big West 
members, and five were seniors. 

Every team in the conference 
has a lot to figure out, and that will 
allow LBSU to have a shot at a third 
Big West title in four years. 


